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Archaeology

The kingdom of Diaukhi according to the inscription of Menua discoverd
in the Yazilita

Giorgi Gaprindashvili
giorgi.gaprindashvili@hum.tsu.ge
Thilisi state university

Thilisi, Georgia

In the first half of the first millennium B.C. the rulers of Urartu, including Menua
conducted military expeditions of the Caucasus. The only source of this confrontation
is Urartian cuneiform texts. Translation and analysis of inscriptions give us some idea of
the Transcaucasian region of that period. The object of our research is the inscription of
king Menua, which was discovered in modern Ilazilita and the toponyms of the Caucasus
according to this inscription, their localization and identification and at last, the route led
by the Urartian king. Apart from the military and politic situation of Diaukhi, the article
specifies the southern and northern borders of the ancient Georgian state - Diaukhi and

the location of several of its toponyms. It is substantiated that Diaukhi’s south border was
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near city Shashilu mentioned in the Urartian texts. The work presents the direction of the
military expedition described in the inscription. The truce between Menua and Utufurs
is compared to the truce after the Battle of Kadesh between Ramses II and Muwatali, the
rulers of Egypt and the Hittites. This truce was actually an agreement on equal terms for
both sides, although both monarchs later claimed victory. Another opinion of the paper
is that the disappearance of Diaukh from the Urartian inscriptions does not mean that
Diaukhi fell. It is known that when Assyria finally defeated Urartu, Assyria disappeared

from the Urartian texts.
Keywords: Urartu, Diaukhi, Menua, Utufursi, Zua, Shashilu.

The state of Urartu arose in the 9th century B.C. The Urartians carried out
military operations in different directions. One of the important targets was the
Transcaucasia region. Below we quote the inscription of King Menua of Urartu,
carved on a rock in modern Yazilita. And then, based on its analysis, we will try
to answer the interesting questions as much as possible. Menua reigned in 810-
786 years B.C. From the Menua’s texts, the war against Diaukhi is best illustrated
by the inscription below, numbered by Salvini as CTU A 5-3.

... Minua says: I conquered the land of the Diaukhi. I took the city Shashilu,
the royal city, in battle I sat the land on fire together with its fortress. I send the
troops to the land Shesheti and to the city Zua which is close to the city Utukhai.

Minua says: Utufursi, king of Diaukhi, came in front of me, he kissed my feet,
he prostrated before me and I put him under tribute. He gave gold and silver, and
he paid the tribute, which was on behalf of Tashmushe he returned it.

Minua says: The Diaukhi, whose cavalry and troops were gathered, and not
even to the troops at this time I took the troops away from his, furthermore I
besieged two kings, the one of the land to of the Baltulkhi and the one of the
land Khaldiriulkhi, together with their fortified fortresses. I besieged it from the
interior of the land. ...

According to the inscription, Diaukhi was the main target of the military
campaign. For the first time Giorgi Melikishvili connected Diaukhi with Taokhi.
After that, this opinion was repeated by all researchers.

In the inscription, Menua does not say anything about the battles he had
to fight against Diauch. He continues the conversation only with the result...
This result indicates that he has had some success in the war against the King of
Diaukhi.

There are the following toponyms mentioned in the text: Diaukhi, Shashilu,
Shesheti, Zua, Utukhai, Baltulkhi and Khaldiriulkhi.

Shashilu is mentioned for the first time after Diaukhi. Apart from Menua,
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Shashilu is also mentioned by Argishti I. Arutunian is of the opinion that Shashilu
is the royal city of Diaukhi. In our opinion, the lands of Diaukh started from the
city of Shashilu, because this city is mentioned by Menua as the royal city of
Diaukhi. And its northern border should have been approximately the border of
modern Georgia-Turkey border, namely the land of Shavshet-Javakheti.

In recent times, Giorgi Kavtaradze connected the name of Shashilu with the
toponym Sasireti in historical South-West Georgia. Moreover, he claims that
when reading this toponym, preference should be given to the form “Sasiro.”
Because in Urartian inscriptions the sounds s and sh, r and 1, o and u are not
distinguished from each other.

As for Toponim Shesheti, researchers equate it from an etymological point
of view with the Mount of Sheshes mentioned in the document of the Assyrian
king Tiglathfileser I.

The city of Zua mentioned by Menua deserves special attention among the
toponyms reported in Urartian inscriptions. In our opinion, it should be placed on
the territory of Shesheti, i.e. on the land of modern Shavsheti. Some specialists,
for example Diakonov and Qashgqai think, that Zua was near of modern Erzrum.
They also add that it may be a modern Zivin. In our opinion, the fact that the
names of both toponyms begin with the letter “z” is not enough for conclusions.

In modern Shavshet-Imerkhevi, in the village of Mikeleti, there is toponym
Zuareti. It is bordered from the north by the village of Garklobi, in which the
castle of the same name is erected on Garklobi mountain (2225 m.). Thus, we
think that the ancient city of Zua was located approximately, where the toponym
Zuareti appears. Perhaps this medieval fortress was built on the ruins of the
citadel of the city of Zua. Moreover, this toponym is preserved in the exact area,
where we are looking for the royal city of Diaukhi.

The city of Zua is also mentoned by Argishti L. It is clear from the inscriptions
of Menua and Argishti that Zua was an important city in the kingdom of Diaukhi.

As for Menua’s other target, the city of Utukhai, the context of the inscription
gives the impression that it must be a city in Diaukhi. According to Arutunian,
this toponym might have some connection with the later settlement of Ukhta.

One of the interesting and ambiguous episodes of the inscription is the scene
of the removal of the “kings” of the “countries” of Baltulkhi and Khaldiriulkhi
and the demolition of the fortresses. The context gives the impression that these
“kings” were either Utufursi’s allies or his servants. From the etymological point
of view, Diakonov and Qashkai connect Khaldirukhi with the toponym Kaldiran
in the north of Kars and also with the hydronym Kaldirsu and Mount Kaldirdag.
We should also localize it in these areas. As for Baltulkhi, according to the
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researchers, it should be a tribe in the union of Diaukhi, near the headwaters of
the Euphrates River and the middle of the Chorokhi River.

Thus, the inscription described a interesting military campaign carried out
by the Urartians against Diaukhi. It is clear from the context that the Diaukhi
was a political unit with one ruler. Utufursi represented his kingdom during the
negotiations. It is difficult to say whether the inscription describes a detailed
route of the expedition or a simple list of toponyms. If the route is described here,
then it can be restored as follows: Shashilu-Shesheti-Zua-Utukhai-Baltulkhi-
Khaldirukhi.

According to the Yazilitash inscription, we have such a historical-geographic
situation in the region: Around Lake Vani, there is a powerful state of Urartu,
which is trying to expand its territories on the one hand, and on the other hand, it
is making attacks on the nearby Diaukhi. As far as Diaukhi was concerned, it was
a political unit with one ruler at the head, as Utufursi represented his kingdom
during the negotiations. He made truce with the head of the aggressor state. The
commanders of Urartu and Diaukhi made a kind of truce. Levan Gordeziani
draws attention to the following nuances of the alleged transaction: Exchange of
prisoners or refugees, establishment of borders, destruction of border fortresses...

Therefore, we think he rightly considers that this truce was the result of
a war between equal adversaries. In this connection, we are reminded of the
battle of Kadesh, after which a truce was made on equal terms between Egypt
and Hittite. Nevertheless, the returning Ramses II declared himself the winner.
Obviously, we are dealing with a similar situation in the case of Menua.
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